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Title: The role of the Lebanese Curriculumat Public Schools in
Promoting National Values

Introduction:

Marshall believes that citizenship appeared over three successive centuries. Each
of which witnessed the growth of a different component and was factor to
expanding or annexing new rights and freedoms for citizens."

We can also define it as the bonding relationship between the individual and the
state in which a person resides and belongs to emotionally.

It also forms the nationality and all the relationship requires and the effective
exercise of rights and duties on the ground and in the political, civil, economic,
social and educational fields.

The concept of belonging is one of the basic dimensions of citizenship. A citizen
who accepts a contract and partnership with the community and the state according
to the principle of citizenship will not live alone and isolated from it. Rather, the
human being will be define by the citizen who belongs to this human group, and to
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the land on which this group lives. It will also belong to the social and legal
identity that distinguishes the group from itself towards other groups.

"There is a historical bond between citizenship and the nation," says Dominic
Schnapper, "Within the framework of the concept of the nation, the contents of
legitimacy and democratic practice were built and crystallized."

Therefore, we find that the importance of the individual's feeling of belongingand
loyalty to the homeland is one of the foundations of citizenship. The concept of a
citizen is not linked only to his/her nationality, which he/she carries genetically or
socially, but to his/her possession of national values and actual practices of his/her
legal and social duties. That is formed by the extent of citizen’sbond with
his/herhomeland and his/her effectiveness in it. Accordingly, the availability of the
citizen's condition is based on two basic points: the first of which is the legal
connection to the state through the nationality link, and the national connection,
meaning the enjoyment of the national identity.

Actual citizenship will not be achieved alone, and its principles spread only
through an organized segmental marketing of national values appropriate to
educated individuals, which may help the school to spread some of its competences
andobjectives within its educational curriculum and approved plans. Especially
since the school is the one that brings up these learners and forming the student-
citizen they have.

Based on the above, the question arises: What did the public school in Lebanon
produce since the hundreds of yearsbased on its system education and
citizenshipafter the birth of Greater Lebanon and after preparing and launching the
new curriculum?

Before answering this question, we really find that in Lebanon, like other Arab
countries, there is no unified concept of citizenship or education on it, and it is not
defined in its ends and objectives.

If we based on the definition contained in the International Study of Civic and
Citizenship Education that was conducted in the years 2008 and 2009, we find that
citizenship education includes three main aspects common with civic education,
which are: First, knowledge of civic concepts and civic life processes. Secondly
possessing civic participation skills, including problem-solving and negotiation.
Thirdly, ability and sense of belonging, values and morals. And the purpose of this
education is certainly to develop responsible citizens individual and citizen culture.
However, the ideology of coexistence between the various sects in Lebanon kept
reproducing itself in more complex circumstances, as it led, along with other social
causes, to the production of an indeterminate Lebanese citizenship. Since its
inception in 1946, the curriculum has contributed to planting this imbalance, and
the miserable results of these curricula have culminated in a civil war that led to
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the destruction of the country,by stone and human beings, reinforced the sectarian
division, and increased the fragmentation of society.

In fact, Lebanon belongs to a plural society model, as it has 18 religious sects,
which together constitute a unique formula for societies in the world. which we can
consider as a source of richness for cultures, and at the same time a reason for
generating conflicts and social imbalances due to the absence of state authority.
“All events in Lebanon are managed by sects to a large extent at all the way for all
the jobs and duties.

The Lebanese society continues to suffer and losefrom the consequences its single
national identity and the unified identity of its citizens.Which is evident in the
divisions in all institutions, organizations, bodies and employment. It is clear that
ideological thought has contradicted objective,whereby fusion, unity and loyalty to
Lebanon. In fact this objectives can be remained by students rare during class only
on national education and civic book.

Defining the problem:

The political, social and economic characteristics affect social cohesion in general,
the process of citizenship education, and the acquisition of national values in
particular. The truth is that the Lebanese curriculum, despite its development
several times after independence, failed to achieve universal national values
despite the unity of the curriculum in the public school and the unity of its
contents. These curricula often do not allow the learner to participate in decision-
making at the school and community level, or to participate in civic and public life
and various activities outside the curriculum. Therefore, the learner becomes
accustomed to being obedient, bound, and has no special identity, and obeying the
orders of the teacher and the principal without any attempt to defend his rights or
be held accountable for them.

With the complexity of the process of learning and education today, specifically
during the distance learning period, the health conditions that have occurred to us
as Lebanese, and the general economic and political situation in the homeland has
worsened, a direct impact on the school’s failure to achieve the concept of
citizenship, the lack of inheritance of the concept of national identity, and the
failure to achieve the values of patriotism. Its dimensions among the learners this
year as well as every year, due to several factors, the most important of which are:
* The goals of the current Lebanese curriculum, which lacks the competencies of a
national identity and the goals of the formation of Lebanese citizenship - except for
the few national goals it carries in the subject of national education and civic
upbringing.
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* Failure to agree on unifying the content of the history book, and sectarian and
party interference still prevents the events from being realistically reported for fear
of distorting the illusory image in the minds of the masses, and to prevent its
content from falling into the error of subjectivity, the educational authority
preferred not to date modern history. He preferred to teach with a history book
affiliated with the private publishing house in schools. In addition to the lack of the
collective memory of the new generation that feeds the distance from the roots and
the national belonging, which increased the process of losing the national identity.
* Active learning shared with civil bodies and organizations is rare, and the learner
IS not encouraged to think analytically or critically. The learner memorizes the
facts and information presented to them in textbooks and regulates them in the
exams without applying that information directly or merging it into appropriate and
meaningful experiences.

* The school's failure to carry out the tasks of national upbringing and marketing of
national values during the distance education period and throughout this complex
period politically and economically, and the absence of the national educational
authority from this role.

* Lack of preparation of the citizen teacher before the teacher who is skilled in
strategies and competencies: It pays the school to pay attention to the cognitive
goals and skills that enable the learner to succeed only in the official certificate
(intermediate and general secondary).

The real problem lies in the failure to link education with citizenship and national
values.

The Research Problem question:

The question that summarizes the problem is: How do the official school curricula
today promote national values and build individuals who recognize their national
identity in light of a history full of sectarianism and division?

Research importance:
It goes without saying that we summarize the importance of research with its
educational and social importance:

A- The educational importance: This research sheds light on the importance of
the relationship of education with the citizen on the one hand, the ways of
weakening one national identity, and national values in the curriculum and
In the strategies adopted in the first cycle of basic education. The research
will also indicate the school’s role as a social institution that carries out
national education and the extent of its limitations in this regard. This
research will also show the differences in content and objectives and the
extent of reliance on the concept of citizenship and the presence of national
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values in the curricula that were developed in Lebanon from the first
independence until the current curriculum.
B- Social importance: This research facilitates the discovery of the defect
occurring in the Lebanese society and the different factors that prevent the
realization of the unifying national identity and the obstacles to promoting one
and unified values. This research helps the school to define its role in civic
education and frameworks for promoting its national, unifying values for the
citizen’s involvement in society. It also shows the common social standards that
the school seeks to market and own by the learner and its expected results in
increasing the Lebanese ability to coexist with others and judge him socially
and nationally through his apparent and approved behavior in different
situations.
General Reasons for choosing subject:
The importance of promoting national values in these circumstances that separated
the Lebanese community within the boundaries of a single state despite the one
school. And ensure the effective impact of the marketing process in all areas from
the commercial sphere to the social. And because any marketing of any product
must have an impact on the lives of individuals and societies. It is my conviction
that education is the primary means of shaping the personality of a "citizen". It has
become important for us to relate the importance of the relationship between the
school and the competencies of the learner's personality - the citizen to become a
national figure, enjoying a patriotic and civic sense, a sense of duty, pride and
belonging to Lebanon first and foremost.
Self-causes:| belong to the field of educational sociology. My long experience is in
the process of learning and teaching, and in participating in the preparation of
curricula and examinations. In addition to continuous reading and continuous
research on the marketing process and national values.
After my participation in the conference No to normalization with Israel in the year
2019 at the Lebanese University in Beirut and my research on the subject of
national values in the visions of educational institutions, | decided to persevere and
complete efforts in this regard.
| am aware of the impact of the educational system on the social upbringing of the
individual and society and its contribution to the formation of a citizen’s
personality consistent with the goals of the curriculum we want.
C- Research objectives:
This research aims to identify the factors that support the achievement of
citizenship education that contributes to the formation of the identity of the
educated Lebanese citizen, and to clarify the role of the school and its curricula in
this regard and the relationship of education with making the personality of the
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homeland citizen. And the necessity of merging between citizenship education and
civic education and all the goals and competencies of other educational materials,
such as the Arabic language and the French language, in the first episode, and how
to market them through school curricula and the objectives of educational materials
and activities.

D- The sample:

The study sample consisted of 15 texts from reading texts in the Arabic language
subject and 15 texts from reading texts in the subject of the French language, in the
first cycle classes, specifically 3 books for the Arabic language and 3 books for the
French language, 5 texts from the first basic grade and 5 texts from the second
basic grade and 5 texts from the third basic class of each subject, which were
issued by the Educational Center for Research and Development in Lebanon. They
are distributed in total in 12 axes in each book. They all formed the research
sample. Six of the important national values and the concept of citizenship will be
monitored in these selected texts.(Which summarizes the dependents on the -Nimer
Freyha- scale and the fields of citizenship education in it, and what specifically
concerns the national sphere: belonging to the one nation and valuing the heritage,
participation in public life and respect for the constitution, keeping up with the
times and preserving a collective memory, equality and unity of the land and the
people, solidarity and awareness of identity, sense Civil and submission to the
law...)

E- Approved Approach:

National values are one of the pillars of democratic systems adopted by modern
countries, and an important indicator of modernity. The human citizen forms his
citizenship according to national values, ethics, characteristics and qualities that he
acquires through education, and practice.
| chose to rely on the analytical descriptive method for its usefulness and accuracy,
as well as describing phenomena through observation.

It can be defined as that in-depth descriptive approach, in which a scientific
researcher describes the scientific phenomena and problems that fall within the
circle of scientific research. It depends on the analysis of the data collected through
the descriptive method, so that the appropriate interpretation and results can be
given for that phenomenon. The scientific researcher can also, through the
descriptive and analytical method, put the different phenomena in the comparisons
between similar phenomena, so that different data can be collected about the
differences and similarities between those phenomena, which are the most
important features that distinguish the descriptive and analytical approach from
other scientific approaches, and enhance It is widely used in scientific research.
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| will rely on this approach in the process of analyzing the content of the
previously selected reading texts. And then moving on to accurately describing the
content, and its suitability for some of the selected criteria of national values, in an
intentional way because it includes the concept of the citizen. We rely on it to
identify gaps in the text selection process in both the Arabic and French language
subjects in the first episode. After analyzing the results and the measurement
process, we will conclude on determining the result of the extent to which the
contents are related to the concept of citizenship education and its actual
significance on these national values.

F- Search terms:

Citizenship: As the former head of the Educational Center, Nimer
Freyha, defines it, it is the citizen's legal relationship with the state
and his emotional relationship with the land, people, history, culture
and heritage, so the religious framework cannot limit it, just as
citizenship cannot be in the service of groups, rather the opposite is
true, and it is That sectarian affiliations become secondary to citizen
affiliation. In his opinion, one of the first principles of citizenship is
equality among citizens. Otherwise, its existence in the form and
speech consumed daily, as he asserts, “We are still subjects, peers
and sects, and we need to build our personalities as citizens and not
as followers.This is a complex and difficult matter in a society
accustomed to submitting to leaders and raising its children to
worship people, while the existing system is more interested in
discrimination because it wants the social and political situation to
remain in crisis so that it continues to serve its interests.

National education: National education is defined as: “the process
that contains the experiences and values of a patriotic and political
character that society provides to its children through its official and
informal national institutions to help them realize the components
and elements of their official entity, their being, their social and
political awareness, to know their duties and how to adhere to Their
rights.”Consequently, it aims to provide the individual with
scientific and theoretical knowledge about the governments of his
homeland. National education revolves around many dimensions
such as belonging and loyalty to the homeland, national foundations,
national interest, and national identity. In this article, the importance
and concept of national identity will be clarified.
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Identity: From a linguistic standpoint, we find the concept of
“identity” in Arabic, which corresponds to the word Identity in
French and English, and it is of Latin origin that means: the thing
itself, or the thing that is what it is, meaning that the thing has the
same nature as the other thing. In French, this term also means the
sum of the specifications; in the Arabic language, we find that the
characteristics that make a person well-known or a specific person
are a composite source of “it” is the “absent singular pronoun
defined by the definite tool,and the affixing represented by the
accentuating,and the sign of femininity, meaning “the ”.Therefore,
identity in the beginning coincides with the self, it is related to the
being of a person or the formation of groups capable of continuing
to be themselves and not a person or something else. So, the
question of what identity? It came to express the assertion of the
principles of “unity” in exchange for “multiplicity or abundance”
and continuity. And then entrenched the founding concept of the
identity called. In exchange for change and transformation.
Curriculum: All what the school offers to its students in order to
achieve its great mission in building people in accordance with
specific educational goals and a sound scientific plan in a way that
helps to achieve their comprehensive growth physically, mentally,
psychologically, socially and spiritually.

The school: an organized institution that works to direct the
educational process with correct direction and this is the basis of its
strength, as it is no longer as it was previously known that its
primary role is to preserve the cultural heritage and values of the
community, to transmit it from one generation to another, and to
teach students to read and write using ancient methods such as
indoctrination. The school has developed and has become the
educational place that is concerned with raising the child properly
physically, mentally, and emotionally with the aim of forming a
balanced personality. An official institution was created for the
community’s need for it, by forming social relations within it, to
carry out the educational functions specified for it which aims to
educate the learner from all necessary aspects in order to preserve
and survive the community.
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National values: Values are defined in general according to language
dictionaries as the religious, moral and social virtues that underpin
the life of human society, and they are defined according to the
Cambridge Dictionary as a set of principles that help the individual
to distinguish between right and wrong, and inspire him to act in
different situations.

Social marketing: it is marketing that aims to bring about change or
amendment in opinions, trends and behaviors of individuals and to
promote ideas or modify the attitudes of community members for
the benefit of individuals on the one hand and society on the other
hand in order to achieve the public good by preparing targeted
media campaigns Influential, successful and implemented. Social
marketing can be defined as "design, social behavior, and as
mentioned by Kotler & Zaltman and it continues through
implementation and follow-up of programs designed to increase the
acceptance and practice of the social idea within the target group,
which uses the same marketing concepts associated with the idea as
a product in terms of its planning and promotion.” And audience and
communication research with the aim of increasing target audience
response rates.
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